Flying start to power firm'splan
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Albertas largest energy transmission company isthefirst

in Canadato create aplan to protect birds that fly into
power lines and substations.

AltaLink yesterday unveiled its avian protection plan,
which amsto mitigate the impact eectricd facilities
have on birds.

Nikki Heck, AltaLink's environmentd adviser, said the
company operates about 12,000 km of transmission line
and more than 260 substations across Alberta

"We do have alot of bird impacts, so that's one of our
target programs -- we want to try to reduce those
impacts,” said Heck.

"We try to be aresponsible sleward in the communities
that we operate and we have anumber of environmenta
protection programs to mitigate t he impacts of our

Altalink uses Alberta- desgned protective covers for power lines and substations which
prevent birds from making dangerous contact with dectricity.

The transmission company has aso donated $5,000 to the Alberta Birds of Prey

Foundation, a volunteer organization that rehabilitates injured birds. Each year, the
foundation assists up to 200 birds, said director Colin Weir, adding about 10% are injured

by power lines.

"Werejug avery smdl charity, so that's avery sgnificant one-time contribution for us --
we're absolutely delighted,” said Wair.

He applauded Altalink's new avian protection plan.

"They are being so proactive out there in Albertatrying to save the lives of these birds,”
sad Wair.

"This extramitigation work really helps reduce the risk of wildlife from getting injured.”
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